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10 Tips for Decluttering Your Living Room 
 

Next to the kitchen, your living room is one 

of the top communal rooms in your home 

that can often be used for just about 

anything. Watching TV, doing homework, 

eating dinner or just relaxing with the family. 

With numerous activities going on, the living 

room can often accumulate belongings and 

become cluttered rather quickly. Being your 

own judge to evaluate where to begin 

decluttering is sometimes hard so here are 

10 tips to follow as you create a more 

enjoyable and orderly room. 

 

Remote controls - With smart TV’s, Apple 

TV’s, XBoxes, Stereos and DVD players 

remote controls can stack up quick. If 

keeping them confined to a basket is not 

enough, try purchasing a universal remote to 

cut down on the number of controls. 

Smartphones also can be a great solution with remote apps omitting the additional devices altogether. 

 

Organize the hearth - Avoid letting the hearth become a storage space during warmer months. Keep things organized 

during the winter with stacked wood and tools. Clean up the fireplace during summer months and add decorative candles 

or the like. 

 

Pillows - Audit your pillow collection. Do you have too few? Too many? Toss pillows should add color and function. At a 

certain point too many pillows will only get in the way and be more of a nuisance than a comfort. 

 

Traditional reading material - It is true that a lot of reading is done online these days, but some periodicals and magazines 

can offer design and a three dimensional ability that your Kindle cannot. Keep recent and current issues and toss any older 

or irrelevant copies. 

 

Store games - Get rid of the old or broken games that nobody uses anymore. Stow away any of your frequently used 

games in a cabinet or storage bins. Closed storage can keep things safe from being stepped on or broken. 

 

Cut down on decorations - It can be easy to collect decorative items over time. Perhaps you have gifts from holidays, 

travels or friends that have accumulated. Although these can be much appreciated, too many can simply be too much for 

one room. Try cutting down on items one by one rather than all at once. Relocating sentimental items to other rooms or 

away in storage can be a good solution. 

 

Toys - Toys can multiply quickly, but can also be outgrown just as fast. Keep your current and core toys and consider 

donating the ones that are old and have been outgrown. 

 

Junk drawer - Everything should have a home to be stored in. Even with your smaller, odds and ends just throwing them 

into a junk drawer will only be relocating the mess. Invest in a drawer organizer, bins or shelving systems so that things are 

neatly put away and easily found when you need them. 

 

Office space - Most homes have a dedicated space for a home office or computer. Consider a hideaway desk or a pullout 

desk so that papers, bills and the like can be stowed away as they can often quickly pile up. 

 

Minimize pet belongings - Sometimes your pets can have just as many belongings as children. Invest in a basket or bin to 

keep all of their stuffed toys and balls in so they are neat and organized. 

 



How to Organize Your Closets and Keep Them That Way 
 

 

We all start off with an empty closet that 

probably has shelves or bars for hanging 

our belongings. It is up to everyone to 

stow away their things in an organized 

fashion...and keep it that way. Sometimes 

the hard part isn’t when you first put 

things away, it is the maintaining some 

sort of order going forward. Why is this 

important?  

 

These types of homeownership tips help 

for better day-to-day living, but are also 

very helpful for when it comes time to 

sell your home. Here are some tips to 

follow for making your closets work for 

you and anyone who views them. 

 

 

 

Know Your Needs 

 

All closet layouts don’t work for everyone. Take some time to review what you have, what you want to store in the closet 

and assess your needs. Do you need mostly hanging space? Do you need two rows of hangers? If you have a lot of shoes 

you may need to add a lot of cubbies perhaps along the floor for them. 

 

The better you plan out your closet for your needs, the better chance you will have for putting things away properly. As 

you assess your needs, this is a great time to pare down on what you have and only keep what you need and use. If you 

haven’t used it in over a year, it may not be worth trying to find space for it. 

 

Small Compartments 

 

A good rule of thumb is to have more, smaller compartments. In other words, having more shelves will allow you to break 

up things like shorts and t-shirts rather than having taller stacks of things that may be prone to toppling over and creating a 

mess. Creating a better closet system may cost a bit more to set up, but in the end it will save you more time and 

headache when you are searching for your things. A great tip for these compartments is to put any loose items in clear or 

transparent bins. This allows you to keep things contained but can easily see what is inside each. 

 

Kid Compliant 

 

For anyone who has children, getting them to tidy up can be a challenge in and of itself. If you want your kids to help in 

keeping things organized, make it as easy as possible for them. Generally kids are better with putting things away quickly in 

bins, baskets and cubbies. Hooks are also preferred to hangers in efforts to keep things simple. 

 

Lighting 

 

Keeping things bright will make it easier to see. Choose paint colors that are light so that your closet is brighter and 

appears larger. For larger closets, improve the lighting with better fixtures so you can see everything that you have. 
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Consider a Pre-Listing Home Inspection 
 
Pre-listing home inspections are not always considered by sellers, but can be a very helpful and smart investment. When 

done properly, these inspections can really assist sellers with having a complete and intimate understanding of the current 

status of their home. These reviews can help you best position the property by knowing what the home needs to have 

repaired. Sellers can then decide if they want to make these repairs or adjust their list price accordingly. Here are some of 

the benefits from doing a pre-listing inspection: 

 

Discover Necessary Repairs Needed 

A pre-listing home inspection will provide sellers with a clear understanding of any potential issues that may be in the 

home. The inspector will provide the seller a list of issues they can both address and fix prior to listing the home on the 

market for sale or to disclose these issues to potential buyers up front. The end result will save the seller both time and 

money. 

 

Save money 

A pre-listing inspection will typically cost the same amount of money as your regular home inspection. These reports can 

provide incredible value as homeowners will have ample time to address any necessary repairs rather than only a few days 

after a buyer’s inspection. 

 

Sellers will also have more time to collect many price estimates and select the best price for any needed repairs. 

Additionally, sellers can confidently market their home having full knowledge of its true condition. This reduces the risk of 

having a buyer’s inspection unearth any surprises where they may ask for money off of the sale price. 

 

Marketability 

Being transparent is a driving force in the selling process. Ordering a pre-listing inspection will help in disclosing to all 

potential buyers and can aid in developing trust with sellers. Being able to have information readily available will make the 

home more attractive to buyers while helping sellers sell their home in a timely fashion. 

 

Ultimately, the goal of the inspection is to gain full knowledge of any needed repairs and have guidance on how to resolve 

them. Being able to leverage the experience and knowledge of a professional inspector will help confirm that important 

issues are not overlooked while aiding in a more efficient and smooth real estate transaction. 
 
 

Jay Emmer, Realtor 

If you are looking to move this year and have any questions, feel free to contact me.                   

I would be happy to assist you. 

http://www.susancondrick.com

